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SC SAYS NTA REFORMS MUST GO BEYOND REPORTS,

CONSIDERS VISITING OFFICE TO ASSESS EXAM SYSTEM
NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Friday said it may
visit the National Testing
Agency (NTA) office to assess
on the ground whether the
examination conducting sys-
tem is functioning effectively,
while stressing that recom-
mendations for institutional
reforms must be implement-
ed and not remain confined to
reports. 

A Bench of Justices P.S.
Narasimha and Alok Aradhe
stressed the need for com-
plete institutionalisation of
the NTA and directed the
Joint Secretary coordinating
with the High-Powered Task
Force to file an affidavit
detailing the progress made
in implementing the proposed
reforms.

During the hearing,
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the

Centre, informed the top
court that a new High-
Powered Task Force headed
by Nandan Nilekani had
extensively consulted the
High-Level Committee of
Experts (HLCE) headed by
former ISRO Chairman K.
Radhakrishnan. SG Mehta
sought time until the end of

September to file an affidavit
setting out the Task Force's
report.

Stressing the importance
of implementing the recom-
mendations, the Justice
Narasimha-led Bench
observed: "Progression of the
recommendations and its
implementation is the most

important." When the apex
court asked whether the NTA
now had a dedicated place to
carry out its functions, the
Solicitor General informed
that the examination con-
ducting body had a separate
permanent office at Minto
Road.

In response, Justice
Narasimha orally observed:
"We will come there one day.
Me and my brother to see if
the system is working or not,
the manpower, etc."

The Supreme Court also
directed the NTA to upload
the affidavit detailing the
progress of reforms on its
official website so that stu-
dents and other stakeholders
could examine the steps being
taken. It further directed the
Joint Secretary to the High-
Powered Task Force to file an
affidavit indicating the

progress within two weeks.
The matter has been listed

for further hearing on
October 9.

The proceedings form part
of petitions seeking structural
reforms in the conduct of the
NEET-UG examination and
improvements in the func-
tioning of the NTA following
the alleged 2026 paper leak
controversy.

Earlier, the Supreme
Court had said it would "very
closely monitor" the Centre's
roadmap for institutional
reforms in the NTA and
measures to prevent future
paper leaks. The apex court
had sought a comprehensive
affidavit addressing examina-
tion security protocols, cyber-
security safeguards and the
feasibility of shifting NEET to
a computer-based testing
(CBT) mode.

Meghalaya govt prepares
for cherry blossom festival
SHILLONG : The Meghalaya govern-
ment has intensified preparations for
the upcoming Cherry Blossom
Festival, with the East Khasi Hills dis-
trict administration reviewing infra-
structure and crowd-management
arrangements ahead of the two-day
event in November, officials said on
Friday.

The festival is scheduled for
November 20 and 21 at the New
Shillong Highland Grounds in
Mawkhanu, New Shillong, where
popular artistes from outside the
state are expected to perform.

As part of the preparations, offi-
cials from the district administration
inspected the venue to assess the
facilities required for the smooth
conduct of the festival. Officials iden-
tified traffic management, visitor
movement, and essential public
amenities as key areas of focus. East
Khasi Hills Deputy Commissioner
Abhilash Baranwal said the adminis-

tration was working on the arrange-
ments and would ensure adequate
security measures to safeguard visi-
tors and facilitate their movement
during the event.

The Shillong Cherry Blossom
Festival has emerged as one of
Meghalaya's prominent tourism and
cultural events, combining the
region's seasonal natural beauty with
music, food, art, and entertainment.

Launched in 2016, the festival
coincides with the autumn flowering
of Himalayan cherry blossom trees,
which transform parts of Shillong
and surrounding areas with pink
blooms. Unlike Japan's well-known
spring cherry blossom season,
Shillong's blossoms appear during
the autumn months, creating a dis-
tinctive attraction for visitors.

The festival aims to promote
tourism, showcase Meghalaya's land-
scape, and provide a platform for 
cultural and creative expressions. 

NEW DELHI : India's food reg-
ulator on Friday suspended
the licence of Paradise
Distilleries, following serious
non-compliances observed
during the inspection of the
food premises.  New Delhi, Sep
18 (IANS) India's food regula-
tor on Friday suspended the
licence of Paradise Distilleries,
following serious non-compli-
ances observed during the
inspection of the food premis-
es. The FSSAI licence, issued to
Paradise Distilleries Pvt. Ltd.,
has been suspended with
immediate effect for 15 days.
The FBO has been directed to

cease all food business activi-
ties during the suspension
period and rectify the deficien-
cies within the stipulated peri-
od. The FSSAI said in a state-
ment that expired flavours and
colours were found being used
in the manufacturing of alco-
holic beverages, which may
affect the safety and quality of
the final products. "Poor
hygiene and sanitation condi-
tions were observed, including
an improperly closed final
blended tank, a bottle rinser
covered with grease and dust,
broken glass pieces and
absence of a proper glass poli-

cy," said the statement.
The food regulator said

that the FBO had not made the
required changes to the labels
as per the notice issued by the
Central Licensing Authority
and had not provided a satis-
factory reply.

"Multiple structural and
operational deficiencies were
observed, including improper
fitting of doors, inadequate
lighting and working space,
flaking paint/plaster, unhygien-
ic packing, improper storage,
ineffective pest control and
poor personal hygiene of food
handlers," said the FSSAI.

Non-compliance was also
observed regarding medical
examination and vaccination
records, protective clothing,
personal cleanliness, cleaning
schedules, preventive mainte-
nance records, pest control
records, customer complaint
handling and periodic food
safety system audits. Earlier in
the day, the FSSAI said it has
initiated three separate adjudi-
cation cases against Nestle
India over alleged regulatory
non-compliance involving its
infant nutrition products,
including NAN Excella Pro
Stage 1 and Lactogen Pro 1.

NEW DELHI : The National
Testing Agency (NTA) on
Friday announced the results
of All India Ayush Post
Graduate Entrance
(AIAPGET) -2026, with Vinod
emerging as the topper in the
Ayurveda discipline and
Ayyamolia Akshaya coming
first among Homoeopathy
course aspirants, an official
said.

In a post on X, the NTA
said, "AIAPGET 2026 final
answer keys officially
released. Candidates can
access the final answer keys
and check their answers at
the official examination por-
tal." The AIAPGET-2026
examination, conducted at
205 Centres in 104 cities on
August 22, recorded the
appearance of 49,864 candi-
dates. A re-exam was held on
September 1 for 49 candi-
dates in Jaipur due to power-
cut-related disruption in the
earlier attempt.

Of the 49,864 candidates
who appeared in AIAPGET-
2026, 31,178 were female,
and 18,686 were male, the
statement said.

Of these, 35,838 candi-

dates appeared for admission
to the Ayurveda course and
10,643 for Homoeopathy. A
total of 2,649 candidates
appeared for Unani and 734
for Siddha, the statement
said. As many as 19,920
Ayurveda course aspirants
and 5,934 Homoeopathy
course candidates were
declared qualified by the
NTA. The NTA conducted
AIAPGET-2026 on behalf of
the National Commission for
Indian System of Medicine
(NCISM) and the National
Commission for
Homoeopathy (NCH), in con-
sultation with the Ministry of
AYUSH, in a statement.

The NTA said that it has
no role in counselling. Ayush
Admissions Central
Counselling Committee
(AACCC) will conduct coun-
selling for admission to All
India quota seats in
Government, Government
Aided, National Institutions,
Central and Deemed to be
Universities (Established
under Central Act)/ and des-
ignated State / Union
Territories (UT's), the state-
ment said.
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